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PREFACE. 


T papers fell into my hands acci- 
1 dentally this ſummer, as executor to 
a ' gentleman in the weſt of England, who 
lived to a great age. The carly part of his 
life he ſpent at the Univerſity, where he ac- 
quired a conſiderable degree of knowledge, 
after which he travelled over not only a great 
part of Europe, but alſo into Aſia. And be- 
ing a lover of antiquities, and well.verſed in 
the Oriental languages, collected a number 
of manuſcripts; and amongſt the reſt, that 
from whence this fragment of hiſtory was 
tranſlated. 

Amongſt his papers I found the follow- 
ing account of the manner by which he ob- 
tained it. F127, 

The manuſcript (ſays he) of which theſe 
_ are a tranſlation, was given me by a 
Scheik, or Chief, of one of the tribes of 
Arabs, with whom I was well acquainted, 
during my reſidence in Egypt. | 

This man coming to me one day, M 
« friend (ſays he) here is a manuſcript 1 
«« fell into the hands of my anceſtors many 
e apes ago, on the ſacking of a city in Abyi- 
« ſinia, by the Saracens, in the firſt cen- 
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*« tury of our computation, but in the fe- 
*« venth according to yours. You will won- 
© der how ſuch a thing as this came to be 
** faved amidſt ſuch a ſcene of deſolation 
and plunder ; but tradition informs us, 
that it happened to be depoſited in a cheſt 
* of filver, to which accident it oel its 
= preſervation. 

It muſt be very ancient, for I never yet 
** met witha perſon who underſtood the lan- 
“ guage in which it was wrote; to me it 
is of little uſe; to you who are a ſearcher 
after antiquities, it may be valuable.” Say- 
ing this, he delivered it into my hands. On 
examination, I found it wrote in the ancient 
Syriac language, of which having ſome ſmall 
degree of knowledge, and being alſo ſtruck 
with ſome paſſages in the relation, I deter- 
mined to attempt the tranſlation of it. And 
with great difficulty, during my reſidence in 
the Eaſt, compleated my deſign. 

On my voyage back from Alexandria, land- 
ing at Naples, and purpofing to purſue the 
reſt of my journey home through Italy and 
France by land, I conſigned the greateſt 
part of my effects to the care of a merchant 
in that city, to be ſent after me to England 
by ſea. 

Accordingly, they were ſhipped on board a 
veſſel bound to Plymouth, which meeting 
with a violent ſtorm ſoon after ſhe had paſ- 


ſed the ſtreights of = a great part = 


* 


A 


SD: 
the lading was thrown overboard, and amongſt 
the reſt, (to my apy N loſs) the cheſt 
© 


in which this and ſome other manuſcripts 
were contained. — 80 far my late friend, 

The hiſtory being curious, and affording 
me much entertainment in the peruſal, I 
thought it might give ſome amuſement, to, 
a few lovers of antiquity at leaſt; and at 
the ſame time, by carrying the thoughts of 
others back to ſo remote a period, might 
tend to divert their attention from contem=-, 
plating the not very pleaſing picture of our. 
own times. 63-3 Jer 

The title of the original was, The Chro- 
nicle of the Kingdom of the Caſſiterides, 
under the Reigns of the Houſe of Lunen, 

I ſhould add, that a great part of the original 
ſeems to have been loſt, (an accident which 
in the courſe of ſo many ages is very. eaſy 
to be accounted for) as it begins in the 
twenty-firſt chapter of the Second Book, with 
the death of 'the ſecond King of that race; 
and breaks off abruptly about the twenty- 
third year of his ſucceſſor. as 

I muſt confeſs that the loſs of the latter 
part of this hiſtory gave me a very ſenſible 
concern; for though it may to ſome readers 
appear ridiculous for a man to intereſt him- 
ſelf in the fate of a country ſo diſtant, and 
which flouriſhed in ages ſo remote from 
ours; yet, I muſt own that my curioſity 
was excited to learn by: what means a "yy 
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ſo great and powerful as thoſe are deſcribed 
to have been, and who through their own 


ignorance or pride, or through the weak- 
neſs or wickedneſs of their rulers, or per- 
haps from a mixture of all, had e 
themſelves in ſuch a labyrinth of difficul- 
ties, would extricate themſelves therefrom. 
And I was alſo defirous of knowing whe- 
ther they afterwards ſunk into total oblivion, 
or = raiſed themſelves into ſome degree of 
conſequence, amidſt the ſurrounding nations. 
—But theſe are circumſtances of which we 
muſt be content to remain in entire-igno- 
rance. , EGO. 121 
The names being ſo very ancient, if not 
quite obſolete, I have been. for ſome time 
exerciſing my imagination inendeavouring to 
find out the people of whom this hiſtory 
treats. But though we are not altogether 
unacquainted with the appellations of ſome 
of the countries here mentioned, yet I muſt 
confeſs with regard to the people themſelves, 
as well as to the land in which the colonies 
were planted, after many fruitleſs efforts, I 
was at laſt obliged entirely to give up my 
purſuit. uy 
The iſland of the Atlantides is too fabu- 
lous to build any thing on ſuch a foundation. 
The city of Carthage came next into my 
mind, as a ſtate famous for its colonies ; but 
it is well known that the fate of that empire 
was brought about, not by civil diſſentions, 
but by the ſuperior power of an irreſiſtible 
enemy. As 


1 

As few of the names of the tribes or na- 
tions, mentioned in this hiſtory, are to be 
, met with even in the moſt ancient authors, 
: it is evident that theſe events muſt have hap- 
ened in the earlieſt ages of the world, pro- 
babiy before the foundation of the Roman 

empire. 

ö But without puzzling myſelf or others 
about the Epocha of this hiſtory, I think I 
may venture to aſſert that it has two recom- 
mendations —the one, of its immenſe anti- 
quity ; the other, of the excellent leſſon it 
holds forth to mankind. 

1 I will juſt hint one obſervation more, 
which is, that from the affinity the ſtile of 
this hiſtory bears to that of ſcripture, as 
well as from ſeveral other particulars, it 
ſeems to have been wrote by one of the He- 
brew nation ; not impoſhbly by a deſcendant 
1 from one of the ten tribes, who by ſome 

| authors have been aſſerted to have been car- 
ried captives into that country. 

I have nothing farther to add, but my 

wiſhes that the reader may meet with the 
ſame entertainment in the peruſal, which it 


has afforded to his 


Moſt Humble Servant, 


The EDITOR, 
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B O O K the SECOND. 
CHAP. XXL. 


ND behold in thoſe days it came to 
1 pals, that the houſe of Lunen reigned 
Over the iſlands of the Caſſiterides. And the 
ſecond prince of that race died full of years 
and honours, and he left his dominions in a 
flouriſhing ſtate; yea, ſo full of riches. did 
he leave them, as no other prince had done 
aforetime; and he was e to his fa- 
thers, and his ſon's ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
And the nation traded to Luſitania, to the 
coaſts of the great Heſperia, to Betica, to 
the land of gold and ivory, to the country 
of Seres, to the Pillars of Hercules; hun- 
dreds of leagues to the eaſt thereof, and many 
hundreds to the weſt, and far alſo to the 
: B north; 
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| ple were'burthened with taxes; but the trade 
and riches of the country had incręaſed be- 
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north ; and their ſhips, laden with merchan- 
dize and riches from every quarter of the 
world, came into their ports with every wind 
that blew; and their merchants were the 
princes of the earth. 


And the colonies which this people had 


2 in the iſles, and the land of Amer, 


ad become great and flouriſhing, and the 
King was lord over them alfo, as well as over 
the Indies, and the iſles of the Caſſiterides; 
and his ſway was great and powerful, and to 
his dominions there were ſcarcely any bounds. 

And behold his generals, his armies, and 
his navies, had fought and gained great and 
wonderful victories over the Gauls and Ibe- 
rians; and he was the moſt powerful of all 


the princes who had ever ſet on the throne 
of thoſe kingdoms. And at length, after 
many battles, a peace was concluded. How- 
beit, the people were not pleaſed with the 
peace; yet the peace brought a breathing 
time to the people, and gave reſt and com- 
fort to many nations, and left the 


329 
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Nevertheleſs the war had been long, and 


1 


great treaſures had been ſpent, and the peo- 


of the King great and flouriſhing. 


yond meaſure. 21 


114 | 14 4 212 +5 
But, lo! the man who preſided: over the 
treaſures of the country wanted wiſdom, * 
| e 
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he attended not to the increaſe of riches in 
the nation, but he communed with himſelf, 
and ſaid: The children of this country are 
heavily taxed, and the children of Amer are 
not taxed at all; why ſhould the people 
of this land be burdened, and the others go 
free? Let us tax the land of Amer, and eaſe 
the burden of the people at home. But the 
treaſurer erred and was deceived, for he wilt 
not of the ſtate of that country, For the 
land of Amer was of a vaſt extent; a land 
full of timber and iron, and the country 
abounded with corn, and herds, and flocks, 
and was plentifully ſtored with fiſh and fowl; 
it yielded alſo ſilk and cotton, and was a land 
flowing with honey, and with every thing 
comfortable and convenient for the uſe of 
man. Her ſhips were numberleſs, and her 
trade extended to the north, and to the eaſt, 
and far even unto the ſouth. 

Nevertheleſs, though the land was bleſſed 
with plenty, and the people thereof were in- 
duſtrious; yet they were a nation of huſ- 
bandmen, mariners, and merchants; and 
they were deſtitute of men ſkilled in curious 
and cunning works, of workers on tin, and 
copper, and iron; of fine linen, ſilk, and em- 
broidery; of inlayers in wood and precious 
ſtones, and of all manner of cunning works. 
And whatſoever things they wanted of this 
kind, lo! did they not ſeek it from 2 bre- 

thren? 
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thren? And the wealth of the children of 
Amer found its way to the country of the 
Caſſiterides. wy 

But the treaſurer was blind, and ſaw not 
theſe things; and behold he went and laid 
the tax before the great council of the na- 
tion ; and, lo! it was pleaſant in their eyes, 
and it paſſed into a law. 


CHAP, xxl. 


NPD when the children of Amer heard 
thereof they were amazed, and they 
complained and faid: Are ye not maſters of 
the produce of our Tand, whether corn, or 
timber, or iron; Whatever we draw out of 
the ſea, or gain by traffic, do not all the 
fruits of our labours reſt with you, and what 
more would ye have of us? and we are 
taxcd. by the great council of your nation, 
and, lo! whom have we to plead in our be- 
half? $ 
But the laws of the Caſſiterides were not 


like the laws of the Medes and Perſians, 


which change not; for behold, when the 
cry of the children of Amer came up, and 
reached the ears of the great council of the 
nation, they made the law void. And the 

children of Amer were content. 
And thoſe who were wiſe amongſt the 
people at home rejoiced alio, and were 4 4. t 
| glad. 
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glad. For they ſaid, will not this diviſion 


etween the countries end in a war? and will 
not our ancient enemies, the Gauls and 
Iberians, lay in wait, and take advantage 
thereof, to the utter ruin of us both ? 
And the people were happy for a ſeaſon, 
howbeit theſe times laſted not long: 


CHAP, XXIII. 


| "Nd the people of the Caſliterides were 
grown rich, and to whatever they ſet 
their hands, lo! it proſpered ; and they were 
filled with plenty, and waxed fat, and for- 
got the Lord their God; and they followed 
not his laws, nor regarded his ſtatutes : they 
worſhipped Mammon and Aſhtaroth, and did 
they not raiſe altars to the Goddeſs of For- 
tune, and ſacrifice their children thereon ? 
And the knowledge of their Creator was 
almoſt wholly rooted out of their hearts ; 
and the Lord was wroth, and ſaid : Have I 
not made theſe people a great nation, and 
crowned their undertakings with ſucceſs ? 
Have I not beat down their enemies under 
their feet? Have I not filled their barns with 
plenty, and their land with filver and gold ? 
And yet, have they not deſpiſed my ſab. 
baths and rebelled againſt my laws? and are 
they not become a people altogether wicked 
and corrupt? And ſhall I not vifit for theſe 
things * 


* SW — ꝓꝓ—— — « — 
„ 3 „ — * — „ 


4 


( 14 ) 
things? Yea in mercy; will I viſit them, leſt 
a greater evil befall them. | 

And he fuffered an evil ſpirit, a ſpirit of 
deluſion, to go forth, and it ſeized on the mul- 
titude; and it ſpread wider and wider, and 
lo! at length it reached even unto the elders 
of the people, and a tax on the children of 
Amex was propoſed a ſecond time ; and the 

eople cried, and ſaid, why ſhould not the 
children of Amer be taxed? And the law 
paſſed. 3 

And when the children of Amer heard 

thereof, they were greatly aſtoniſhed and 
confounded, and they cloathed themſelves 
with ſackcloth and put aſhes on their heads; 
and they came before the rulers of the peo- 
ple, and they petitioned as heretofore. 
But the rulers of the people turned a deaf 
ear to their complaints, and they rejected 
their petit'ons, yea with ſcorn did they re- 
ject them ! and inſtead thereof, heavier and 
ſeverer burdens were laid upon them. 

And behold now the hearts of the children 
of Amer ſunk within them: and they gather- 
ed together and ſaid, What do our brethren 
mean, or what would they have of us ? They 
are become a people altogether unjuſt and op- 

reſſive; and lo! if we ſubmit to their bur- 
dens will they not lay heavier on us? For 
verily, amongſt them we have none to defend 
as; and we muſt either become their bondſ- 
men, or defend ourſelves ; there is no other 


choice left for us. 
CHAP. 
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c HA P. XXIV. 


AN D they took courage, and armed 
themſelves, and went and ſought for 


5 91 


ſuccour and afhſtance amongſt the enemies of 
the Caſſiterides; and the Gauls remembered 
= their ancient loſſes and defeats, and the many 
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thrown in the way of their proud and op- 
preſſive deſigns, and they were glad to behold 
this diviſion amongſt their enemies, and they 
rejolced exceedingly; and the Princes of 
the land ſaid one to another, now is the 
ſeaſon arrived to pull down the power and 
inſolence of theſe Iſlanders; have they not 
begun the buſineſs themſelves ? Is it not 
already half done to our hands? And ſhall 
we miſs the opportunity of compleating it? 
No! if we do, may we never again behold 


our revenge upon our enemies. 


Let us £loath ourſelves with diſſimulation 
and craft; let us ſet up for the ſupporters of 
innocence let us call ourſelves the avengers 
of the oppreſſed let us take the weaker 'part, 
till they have mutually waſted each other, 
and both together fall into the pit we Have 

of pa 


dug for them. e 5 
And then who ſhall ſet bounds to dür ron- 
queſts ? We will carry our victories to the | 


f very ends of the earth. And they entered 
| into a league with the children of Amer; and | 
the | 


6260) 
the foundation of the league was this: That 
the war ſhould not ceaſe, nor the ſword be 
be ſheathed, till the children of Amer ſhould 
be free from the dominion of their brethren. 

And this was the reward that the rulers of 
the Caſſiterides met with, for all their hard- 
heartedneſs and pride; for their enemies ſaid, 
Lo! do not thoſe people wiſh to oppreſs their 
brethren, and have they not demanded un- 
reaſonable things from them?; 

And ſhall we not defeat their deſigns ? — 
No: We will not lay down our arms ; the 
trumpet ſhall ſound, and the warlike inſtru- 
ments ſhall not ceaſe, till the ſons of Amer 
are as free as the children of the Caſſiterides 


themſelves. . N | 
And the Iberians entered into the league 


and the war began, and the ſucceſs thereof” 


was various; for the Caſſiterides were a great, 
powerful, and warlike nation: and though 
they had ſo many enemies to contend with, 
yet they behaved themſelves manfully. 

But the ſpirit of deluſion ſtill continued, 
for though the war was entered into in the 
fifteenth year of the reign of the King, yet 
it {till raged in the twentieth; and there were 
other cauſes which contributed to the cor 
tinuance of the war, 
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THERE were a race of people, the 
children of Caled, and their habita- 
tions were in the northernmoſt part of the 
ifland. And their forefathers had rebelled 
once, yea twice, againſt the forefathers of 
the King, without a cauſe; and had waged 
war againſt 'them, to deprive them of their 
crows and dominions. 

But though their defigns proſpered for a 
ſeaſon, yet in the end they were defeated 
with a great ſlaughter ; yea, they were defeat= 
ed by a Prince of the houſe of Lunen : and 
he was a valiant man and a lover of his coun- 
try. Their rebellion was cruſhed ; their 
men were ſlain; and their leaders put to 
death. But yet they repented them not of 
the evil; but lay in wait for revenge. 
And there were ſome of the deſcendants 
and kindred of theſe people who found their 
way to the court of the Caſſiterides; and 
they bent the knee, and flattered, and were 
full of craft and fubtilty, and they found 
favour in the ſight of the Great, (for the ſins 
of the people did they find favour) and they 
ſaid to each other, Now is the ſeaſon arriving 
when we ſhall be revenged of our enemies, 
when we ſhall be avenged for our friends 


which were ſlain. 


- 
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This ry 1 have been too powerful and 
mighty for us in arms; but do they not lay 
open to our counſels ? Let us give them in- 
ſrdious advice; let us go and perſuade the 
rulers of the people to continue the war on 
the children of Amer. 

Let us repreſent | them as a ſtiff-necked, 
and ſtubborn generation; yea, as enemies to 
the power of Kings. 

Let us lay before the rulers the probabi- 


lity of ſucceſs; let us dreſs up the deluſion 


with all our art and cunning; let us tempt 
them with the proſpect of more abſolute 
ſway! And ſhould our counſels prevail, 
though eradventure we may not utterly 
ruin, — bring to deſtruction this people, 
whom we hate; yet ſhall we not pull down 
their pride, reduce them to poverty, and 
fill our habitations with their enz, and 
riches. 

And accordingly they went and adviſed 
the rulers of the people, (and it; pleaſed the 
Lord, for the wickedneſs of the people, that 
their evil counſels ſhould. prevail) and the 
war ronginyed, and raged more. * ever. 
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ND behold, the burdens of the peo⸗ 


plc. were not leſſened; yea, they were 
great y increaſed, and the workers 3 in linen, 


and 
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and wool; and cotton; in tin, and iron; in 
filver and precious ſtones, found no one to 
arg” the labours of their hands. The 
oom ſtood ſtill, the grindſtone turned not, 
and the noiſe of the hammers ceaſed. The 
ſtreets were empty, and the habitations of 
the people were ſhut up; for the merchants 
were ruined, and the trade of the country 
was fled, for the ſhips and the mariners were 
all taken up in the war, and the handicrafts- 
men were become armed, ſaying — leſt we 
periſh; for we had better be killed than 
ſtarve. 

And the people wondered and were con- 
founded, ak ſaid, Did we not enter into 
this war with the children of Amer to leſſen 
our burdens, and behold, are they not in- 
creaſed two-fold? For our corn and our 
merchandize we find no vent—our own peo- 
ple are reduced to poverty, and we have nei- 
ther ſhips nor mariners to carry our mer- 
chandize abroad ; and for all that we ſtand 
in need of from other countries, lo! doth 
not the price continually increaſe upon us ? 

And they were filent, and held their 
tongues ; and they were filled with amaze- 
ment and diſmay : for they beheld evils 
pouring in upon them on every fide, and 
they were greatly confounded. And they caſt 
their eyes around, and lift up their voices 
again, and cried, Whence are we to look for 
help? and from what quarter are we to hope 

C 2 tor 
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for deliverance? And the ſpirit of deluſion 
began to ceaſe. | 

And they gathered themſelves together by 
hundreds and by thouſands, and they peti- 
tioned the great council of the nation; and 
they implored them to leſſen the number of 
the King's ſervants, and to manage the trea- 
ſures of the kingdom. 1 

And the great cquncil liſtened to them, 
and their friends began to prevail; and the 
people took heart and expected great things, 
but their expectations were vain, for lo! in 
the end, the great council did nothing; for 
the chief part of the council were bribed with 
ſilver and gold, and they ſaid, We muſt not 
liſten to the voice of the people, leſt we cut 
off the ſqurces of our wealth, 


CHAP. XXVII. 


AN the war continued and raged dread- 

fully, and the Caſſiterides loſt both ter- 
ritory and armies, and the people were griev- 
ouſly oppreſſed ; till at length the power of 
the old council expired, and a new one was 
called: and the people continued to meet, 
and to watch over the actions of the new 
council; and the leaders thereof began to 
open their eyes. And behold, the nation was 
divided into two ſects; the one Was called the 
Sect of the Guillamites, and the other of the 
Children of Tor; and between thete two al- 
mait 


„ 
moſt the whole land was divided. And the 
Children of Tor began to join theinſelves to 
the Guillamites, and there was but one voice 
to be heard amongſt them; and that was, to 
pull down the evil counſellors, and to put 
an end to the war. 

And the great council paſſed a vote, that 
whoever propoſed the continuance of the war 
he ſhould be held as an enemy to his coun- 
try. And a day was ſet apart to take under 
ſolemn conſideration, the ſtate of the coun- 
try, for the people, yea, ſome of the great 
men were grievouſly alarmed ; yea, with rea- 
fon were they terrified, for it appeared that 
the nation was on the very brink of deſtruc- 
tion. 

The loſs of their traffick had been ex- 
ceedingly great, but that was the leaſt evil. 
Peace, on her olive wings, might again bring 
back their traffick and commerce. They had 
alſo loſt territory and armies, but what was 
ſtill a greater evil, and which they dreaded 
more than all, was, that they had borrowed 
vaſt treaſures of all nations; yea, ſo immenſe 
were the ſums which they had borrowed, that 
in the twenty-ſecond year of the reign of the 
King, their debts amounted to thirty-ſix 
thouſand and five hundred and ſixteen ta- 
lents* of gold, and upwards ; yea, to two 
hundred and ſeventeen millions, two hun- 


dred 
* In Engliſh money a Hebrew talent is 4 547 5. 


a 
dred and fifty thouſand ſhekels * of gold. 
Their friends ſtood afar off, and their ene- 


mies increaſed; and behold, they were in a 
dangerous and fearful plight, 


CHAP. XXVIIL. 


ND there was a man of the houſe of 

Nevac, a Guillamite, and he deſcend- 
ed from the mountains of Der; and he 
ſtood forth in the great council, and he was 
a man of integrity and of great repute, and 
he laid before them the ſtate of the coun- 
try ; and he proved that all the evils they 
ſuffered, and the dangers to which they were 
expoſed, aroſe | from the war againſt the 
children of Amer, and from the waſte and 
bad management of the rulers, 

And the matter was long and vehemently 
debated, from noon even until midnight, — 
though the ſpirit of deluſion had ceaſed, 
the ſpirit of Mammon ſtill prevailed, = 
blinded the eyes, and took poſſeſſion of the 


| hearts of many; and in the iſſue the evil coun- 


ſellors prevailed, to the great confuſion and 
ſorrow of the people did the &Y prevail, And 
lo! after a few days was the ſubject again 
taken ,up, by one 9 the 3 of Tor, 
and he was of the houſe of Suor. And "i 


Ws opened 
* A ſhekel of gold is 18s. 3d, 
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ed his mouth, and ſaid, Am I not 
of the ſame {ſect with the man who pre- 
<< fides over the treaſures of the nation, and 
„ have not he and his followers; found fa- 
% vour in my fight, and in the ſight of 
* many of my friends? And did we not ex- 
a 8 great things from his hands? And 
have not our eyes been blinded, yea our 
* underſtandings covered as with a veil? 
„But now, lo! mine eyes are opened, and 
„would that they were cloſed again; for 
** what do I behold but the utter ruin of 
% my-country ? yea, ſhould the war on the 
© children of Amer continue, the extinc- 
* tion of the very name of the Caſliterides! ” 
And the matter was more vehemently de- 
bated than ever, and the council chamber 
was filled; for, lo! the fick, and the lame, 
and the ancient, (bending under the weight 
of their years) were ſought for, out of every 
corner of the kingdom, and brought up to 
give their voices on this great and ſolemn 

occaſion: - nsr: Don 
And the people waited with extreme im- 
patience; yea, with great anxiety and con- 
eern did they wait the deterthinations of 
the great council. And notwithſtanding the 
children of Tor and the Guillamites were 
joined, and that the friends of the people 
ſtrove hard, and did their utmoſt; yet. the 
evil counſellors prevailed a ſecond time, but 
they prevailed but by a few; and they and 


all 
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all men ſaw that their power was drawing 
towards an end, and they knew not which 
way to turn them. They feared. to yeild 
up their power, and to keep it they knew 
not how; for they beheld that the faces 
of all men were ſet — ne and N 
were in a p76 e e nid 18 
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nA. XXIX. 


ND behold eee a man, . 
and he was deſcended from the Princes 
of the country, and his anceſtors had been 
idolators for many generations, but be be- 
came a proſelyte to the true religion, and his 
family had enjoyed vaſt poſſeſſions, and they 
ſtill had great ones remaining, and he was 
one of the great council of the nation, and 
he was a fend. to the nation; and he faid 
within chimſelf, My poſſeſſions are | large, 
« my friends and kindred are numerous. 
fs But behold, my poſſeſhons, my friends and 
„ kindred, yea, even the land itſelf, is it 
. not; on the very brink of deſtruction, and 
« ſhall I not ſtir a finger in their behalf? 
« Verily, Iwill do to the utmoſt of my pow- 
« er; Lill bring the matter to an iſſue; 
4 L.will lay the axe to] the root of this great 
« evil; I will move for the ny 6g of 
« theſe wicked counſellors, and, «ppt 


„ ture, I ma prevail.” un Þ 
y "a 
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And he gave notice, and he ſet a day td 
utter the thoughts of his heart, even the * 
twentieth day of the ſeventh month did he 
ſet; and when the day came, and the evil 
counſellors ſaw that the children of Tor 
and the Guillamites were joined; and that 
the faces of all men were ſet againſt them, 
their hearts failed them, and their knees 
{mote together, and they ſpake by the mouth 
of one of their leaders, ſaying, © What do 
* they defire, or what would you have of 
* us? our power, lo! is it not at an end? 
only wait with patience, till it ſhall ap- 
© pear whom the King will appoint to mi- 
«« nifter in our places.” 25 

And his ſaying pleaſed the great council, 
and they agreed thereto, and the evil coun- 
ſellors walked out, (on the twentieth day 
of the ſeventh month did they walk out) 
they and all their abettors; and their coun- 
tenances were wan and ghaſtly, for they wot 
not what would follow. | 

For they knew they had gathered great 
riches, at the expence of the people had they 

hered them; and they knew they had 
ſquandered the treaſures, and waſted the 
ſtrength of the nation. Th:s alſo they knew, 
that their deeds were evil, and they feared 
the recompence of their deeds. 


D» CH AP. 


Phe month of September was the firſt month in the 
Jewiſh Calendar. 
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C'H A F: K. 
| AND the great council ſeparated for a little 
t 


ime, and the evil counſellors were re- 
moved, and another ſet of men were put in 
their places; and theſe men were of a race 
who delighted not in the war, yea, who had 
toretold from the beginning, all the evils it 
would bring upon the nation: And the hearts 
of the people were exceeding glad, for they 
had confidence in thoſe men, and they ſhout- 
ed for joy, and cried, May. the King live for 
ever, who at length hath liſtened to the voice 
of his people. And the new counſellors de- 
viſed, and made many excellent laws and 
ſtatutes; and behold, all that they did, and 
the laws which they made, are they not to 
be found in the records of the kingdom? 
And they ſought for peace from their ene- 
mies, and the affairs of the nation began to 

take another turn. 3 
And lo! there was a neighbouring iſland, 
part of the dominions of the King; and the 
inhabitants thereof had been the greateſt part 
of them idolaters for many ages: and in 
times paſt they had committed great cruelties 
on ſuch of the Caſſiterides as had ſettled 
amongſt them; and they were fallen upon 
by a great leader of that nation (and he was 
a mighty man) and he defeated them; and 
he laid ſiege to their towns and fortreſſes, 
and he took them. And the inhabitants there- 
re 


17 


of he put to the edge of the ſword; in re- 
venge for the cruelties they had committed 
on his countrymen, did he ſlay them; and 
he left them in ſubjection like as a conquered 
nation. 

Howbeit this was the crime of a part only, 
it was not the crime, of the whole of thoſe 
people, for many of. them had of old time 
been friends to the Caſſiterides. And after the 
war was over, and had ended thus proſper- 
ouſly for that. nation, and notwithſtanding 
they had put thoſe in authority who were: 
friends to them; yet nevertheleſs was an ar- 
my kept up in their land, and they were not 
dealt kindly with; for they were ſuffered to 
export to other countries neither their herds, 
nor the wool of their flocks; and they were 
reſtrained alſo in many other things. | 

And lo! after that the Gauls and Iberians 
had joined in the war, and that the hoſts of 
the Caſſiterides were not able to cope with 
the hoſts of their enemies, they were oblig- 
ed in their own defence to withdraw a park 
of their army from this iſland ; and the 
pe thereof finding themſelves naked and bs. 

celeſs, feared; leſt they ſhould fall a prey, 
to the Gauls ; and they prayed for leave to 
arm, and to defend themſelves, and their 
prayer was granted. And when they had 
armed themſelves and found themſelves able 
to meet their enemies in battle, they feared 
not what the Gauls could do unto them, 
and their apprehenſions vaniſhed away. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


AND being thus delivered from the feap 

of their enemies, they began to look 
around them, and to conſider the State of 
their country, how that they were in fubjec- 
tion to the rulers of the Caſſiterides; and it 
entered into their hearts to lay their cafe 
before them, and they complained of the 
evils which op reſſed them; and their evils 
had been greatly encreafed by the war, or 
lo! the war had brought good to no part Z 
the King s dominions : Yea, it had brought 
f ſctiont and evils on every part thereof. 

And they had carried their requeſts to the 
foot of the throne, and it'was in the time of 
the old counſellors ; and though they liſten- 
ed ſomewhat to the complaint of theſe 45k 
ple, yet the relief which they granted t 
was but ſmall, and the people were not fa- 
tisfied therewith : and in a ſhort time they 
petitioned again, and they felt their own 
ſtrength, and they urg ed their requeſts with 
greater boldneſs. For the o fad Do ye not 
deal with us unjuſtly ? * 1 juſtly with 
us, as ye would with to 72 dealt withal 
Fx yourſelves. And the old counſellors were 
puzzled, and knew not on which hand to 
turn them; for theſe things were done in 
their time. And after they were removed, 
the prayer of thefe people came before the 

L great 


) 


great council of the nation. And there was 
a man famous for his underſtanding, and he 
was a great Orator, and when he ſpoke the 
young men liſtened with deep attention, and 
the old lamented the loſs of their hearing ; 
and he had long ſupported the intereſts of 
the people, (yea, — they were blind to 
their own intereſts had he ſupported them) 
and he was the great favourite of the peo- 
ple; and he was appointed one of the chief 
icribes of the nation, and he ſpoke in behalf 
of theſe people; and whilſt he ſpoke every 
tongue was mute and every breath was huth- 
ed, for his words were ſtrong and penetra- 
ting, and his eloquence, though it flowed 
rapid as a torrent, yet was it deep and clear 
as. the waters of Pharphar or Abana. And 
behold, through the power of his eloquence, 
and the juſtice of their cauſe, (for their cauſe 
was clear as the ſun in the midſt of the hea- 
vens) did he obtain for them all that they 
defired. And, lo! are they not even at this 


day as free as their brethren the Caffiterides 
themſelyes ? 2 


CH A p. XXXII. 


ND the proceedings of the great council 
were juſt and right, and their actions 
did honour to the nation: and it ſeemed as 
if the Lord bleſſed their righteous doings; 
for on the day before the day on which hit 
reſolution 
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reſolution was taken, did tidings arrive of a 
great victory and addition of territory gained 
in the Eaſt; and on the day after, of a much 
greater victory by ſea, obtained over the an- 
cient enemies of the King in the Weſt. And 
the latter victory ſeemed not more fortunate 
than providential ; for had the battle been 
delayed for a time, yea for ever ſo ſhort a 
ſeaſon, would not the fleets of their enemies 
have joined, and their numbers have ren- 
dered them invincible? And would not the 
riches and produce of the iſles of Amer have 
been loſt? Yea, would not the iſles themſelves, 
bave been cut off from the dominions of the 
King for ever? And, lo! every mouth was 
filled with their praiſes. And the King be- 
ſtowed honours and rewards on the Com- 
manders, and they found great favour in his 
fight, and in the fight of all the people. 
And with theſe tidings it came to paſs, 
that the apprehenſions of the people decreaſ- 
ed, and the new counſellors employed them- 
ſelves without ceaſing, yea with the greateſt 
diligence did they apply themſelves in the 
affairs of the nation. And the increaſe and 
ſtrength of the navies was their chief object; 
and the man to whoſe care the: ſupplying the 
ſhips with proviſions, cordage, and fails, and 
with implements of war, was entruited, was 
one of the ableſt mariners in the nation : 
and the man to whom the command of the 
ſhips was given, was like unto him; and men 


of 


E 
of valour and experience were ſought out for 
and employed. And the new counſellors 
grew daily in the favour of the people, and 
a ray of light began to break through the 
gloom which ſurrounded them. But behold, 
while theſe things were tranſacting, and the 
affairs of the nation were thus taking a proſ- 
perous turn, it pleaſed the Lord that a new 
calamity ſhould befall them. 


CHAP. XXXIII. 


OR, lo! the man on whoſe integrity the 
people relied, was cut off in the midit of 

his days! yea, at the very hour that he was 
pondering in his heart the good he would do 
unto his country, was he taken away! And 
the people mourned long and heavily for him; 
not without cauſe did they mourn, for his 
love of his country was pure and unmixed ; 
he was neither to be tempted by bribes, nor 
terrified by dangers, nor miſled by falſe ar- 
guments from purſuing the true intereſt of 
the nation : and though the people had con- 
fidence in the other counſellors, yet in him 
was placed their chief truſt ; and not with- 
out reaſon was it placed, for he was deſcend- 
ed from the princes of the land, and his fore- 
fathers, for many generations, had been tried 
and honeſt men : his poſſeſſions were large, 
but the bounty of his dann was larger; and 
his zeal for the welfare of the Caſſiterides ex- 
ceeded 


a 


ceeded both. And though in his life-time he 
had been miſrepreſented and reviled, by ſome 
through malice, by others through ignorance, 
and by the wicked for that he was a ſtum- 
bling block in their way; yet though he had 
ſuffered thus falſely whilſt alive, at his death 
the tongue of ſlander was mute, and every 
mouth was opened in his praiſe; for truly 
he was a man, good, and merciful, and juſt. 
And the people mourned heavily for 255 
and their loſs was great indeed, for he was 
the band which tied the other counſellors to- 
gether; for, lo! immediately on his death, 
{uſpicions and miſunderſtandings aroſe a- 
mongſt them, and they diſagreed with one 
another, and ſeparated. 

And the hopes of the people ſunk, for the 
danger of the country was imminent, and the 
expectations of the people were, that the new 
counſellors would proceed as one man, till 
they had brought the nation into a ſtate of 
greater ſecurity. And lo! now, inſtead of 
mutual truſt and confidence, nothing but 
ſuſpicions and upbraidings were heard ; and 
their time and talents, which at this perilous 
ſcaſon ſhould have been employed in comba- 
ting the deſigns of their enemies, and the dan- 
gers and difhculties they were expoſed to, too 
much of both was laid out in loading their 
adverfaries with accuſations, or freeing them- 
felves therefrom. oy. OL 
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CH AT. AXXIY. 


* H ! wretched and perverſe generation! 
when will ye be wile for yourſelves? 
when will your eyes be opened to your own 
ſalvation? Your generoſity, ſeconded by your 
valour, and hitherto exhauſtleſs ſtores of 
wealth, has reſcued millions from oppreſ- 
ſton ; your prowels has reſiſted multitudes in 
arms — Princes unmindful that they owed 
their crowns to your generoſity; yea, nations, 
dreading your ſword, hitherto ever drawn in 
the caule of juſtice. No power on earth could 
hurt you but your own; and ſafe from all 
other perils, with your own hands mult you 
open the dreadful gulph into which you are 
fallen—Fallen, alas! when to riſe again? 
How are the mighty fallen ! how are the 
protectors of mankind brought low | How 
are the people whoſe treaſures have been 
poured out like water, and whoſe blood has 
flowed in ſtreams to protect the injured, and 
vindicate the oppreſſed; whoſe name has 
been wafted to the ſkies, on the breath and 
bleſſings of millions, ſnatched from the iron 
gripe of oppreſſion! How, in one raſh mo- 
ment! by one unhappy act of doubtful in- 
terpretation ; by one unguarded ſtrain of the 
nerve of authority; have you weakened your 


ſtrength, 


The tranſlator here was obliged to depart from the 
letter, to preſerye the ſpirit, of the original, 
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ſtrength, defaced the fair fabrick, and deſtroy- 


ed the fame of ages! How have you made your 
children your enemies, and ſet yourſelves up a 
laughing ſtock to the oppreſſor; yea, even 
tempted him to put on the guiſe of humanity, 
and to exhibit himſelf as the protector of the 
oppreſſed. | 
But beware, ye children of Amer, how ypu 
ſuffer your wrath to blind your underſtand- 
ings; bend not your ears to his deceitful lore, 
nor yield affiſtance to his baleful deſigns: fair 
and juſt (for the inſtant, in the hour of re- 
ſentment) may they appear to you, but be- 
ware of the ſerpent beneath ! nor farther 
tempt your fate, by weakening that power 
which in the hour of diſtreſs; in that hour 
when inſatiable ambition ſhall pull. off the 
maſk ; when your harbours ſhall be crowded 
with ſails, and your lands covered with hoſts; 
enemies to your forefathers, enemies to your 
country and your religion ; when drove from 
our habitations, and from the plains, you 
ſhall fly to the mountains for ſhelter Reduce 
not thoſe people, nor farther weaken the 
ſtrength of that nation, which alone, in that 
hour of darkneſs, with the power will have 
the inclination to ſave you. What reliance 
can you have on a nation whole. ſtudy for 
years has been to ruin the peace and happineſs 
of mankind, whoſe increaſe of glory has been 


impudently aſſigned as a reaſon for wars the 


moſt e and unjuſt; whoſe perſe- 
cution has deſtroyed thouſands of her own 


people, 


— 
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people, and drove millions from their homes, 
to ſeek for ſhelter amongſt foreign nations; 
for no other crime than that of worſhiping 
their Creator according to his commands: 
who have broke through every tie that binds 
mankind; who have ſported with the moſt 
ſacred oaths ; (even until their want of faith 
has become a proverb) whoſe power has 
hitherto been exerted ſolely to rob mankind 
of their rights, and to encreaſe the woes and 
calamities of human nature: Yea, who in 
the madneſs of their pride, have aimed at 
univerſal dominion ? 

Will the wolf protect the lamb? or the 
tyger the kid? then may ye alſo hope for 
friendſhip and protection from theſe people. 

Are ye ſo ignorant of, or ſo blind to, the 
hiſtory of paſt times, as to hope that the Gauls 
are indeed become the friends of Liberty? or 
that the Iberians are zealous for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of your power? Do the latter wiſh to 
preſerve the command over their colonies ? 
and will that command be rendered leſs pre- 
carious-by your increaſe of ſtrength ? Are ye 
in a dream, and do ye imagine they are in 
truth and ſincerity your friends? Rouſe then 
from your ſlumbers, and behold your real 
friends in your brethren the Caſſiterides. How 
many have mourned for the diſtreſſes brought 
upon you! how many have done their utmoſt 
to prevent them ; and, failing in that, how 
many have tried to heal the wounds of both 
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countries! How many are there who have 
longed to behold the hour, when the mother 
and the child, throwing away their arms, 
ſhould ruſh into the embraces of each other! 
And even now, are they not all of one mind, 
and do they not wiſh for peace and union 
with you ? | 

Were not the preſent counſellors. of the 
Caſſiterides ſenfible of the folly of the war? 
Do they not with to join with you as bre- 
thern ; to enter into a juſt and ſolemn league 
with you? United, you bad defiance to the 
deſigns of your enemies ! unite again, and let 
not an act of haſty miſconduct in the parent, 
or a falſe appearance of generoſity. in her ene- 
mies, for eyer eſtrange the child, or prolong 
the withed-for reconciliation between them. 

When their reſentments ſubſide, let the 
children of Amer reflet on the protection 
their infant ſtate received ; on the blood and 
treaſure ſpent in their defence, by. the Caſ- 
fiterides ; againit thoſe very people (zow 
their Sed friends, then their ayowed ene- 
mies) who openly ſought for their ruin; the 
completion of which they ſcrupled not to 
bring to pals, by the aſſiſtance of the moſt 
barbarous and ſavage nations. 5 

No! Generoſity is no more the eharacte- 
riſtic of the Gauls, than inſolence of the Caſ- 
ſiterides: for a ſhort ſeaſon they ſeem both 
to have changed characters, But the natural 
bias will return, and each nation will reſume 
their former habits and diſpoſitions. 
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But whatever may be the event of the war, 
Whatever the diſpofitions of the children of 
Amer, O! ye Caſſiterides, be ye not want- 
ing to yourſelves! Is there any eloquence, is 
there any valour, any conduct or wiſdom left 
amongſt you - let them be all applied; let 
them be ſteadily directed to the preſſing exi- 
gency of extricating the veſſel of the State 
from amidſt the numberleſs ſhoals which 
ſurround her! 

Is there any ability, any vigour remain= 
ing! laying aſide all paultry perſonal en- 
mities, all private views, all mean ſelfiſn 
conſiderations, oh! ye great, ye leaders of 
the people, unite the whole for your own 
and their preſervation; unite them for the 
Salvation of your country; and reflect, (with 
deep concern reflect) that all united may 
prove unequal to the taſk | 

When the reſources of the nation flowly 
anſwer the boundleſs, though preſſing neceſ- 
ſities of the ſtate, who but idcots would 
dream of ſharing in her ſpoils; who but 
wretches the moſt abandoned, would, for 
their private gain, with to add to her cala- 
mities? When the ſhip is in danger of fink- 
ing, none but fools would coatend about the 
helm. 

Whether you enter into a treaty, or defer 
it to a more convenient ſeaſon, weigh ma- 
turely in your own breaſts, oh! ye rulers, 
the conſequence of either! 

Againſt 


6 

Againſt the propenſity to a raſh, haſty, and 
inſecure peace, oppoſe the conſideration of 
your numerous fleets and armies, of the de- 
feats and diſappointments of your foes. — 
Againſt the unneceſſary lengthening of the 
war, weigh the loſs of your traffick, and the 
endleſs amount of your debts. 

Suffer neither your apprehenſions to ſink 
into deſpondency, nor your valour to ſoar 
into raſhneſs; keep equally diſtant from ei- 
ther extreme: Bear with patience, O ! ye 
props. the preſſing burdens of the times. 
Cut off unneceſſary waſte, and cleanſe the 
polluted ſources of your power, O] ye great; 
and then may your name once more riſe with 
ſplendour amongſt the nations, and a new 
phœnix ſpring from the aſhes of the old. 


CHAP. XXXV. 


"A ND it came to pals at this time, notwith- 
Z X ſtanding the difference amongſt the ru- 
lers, that the fortune of the war had turned 
out in favour of the Caſſiterides. 
There was a ſtrong fortreſs, ſituated be- 
ond the mouth of the River Betis, on one 
of the pillars of Hercules, won by the va- 
lour of their forefathers, and it had for ma- 
ny years been part of the dominions of the 
king; and, lo! it was an eye- ſore to the 
Iberians, and they had gathered their fleets 
and their armies together, and had laid 
N ſiege 


1 


ſiege to it for many months: And the be- 
ſieged laughed them to ſcorn. And behold, 
at this ſeaſon, the Gauls, with their ſhips 
and ſoldiers, came to the aſſiſtance, of, and 
joined the Iberians: And ſo powerful was 
the force brought againſt them, that all 
men gave up the fortreſs for loſt; and the 
people, even the princes of their enemies, 
came to behold the attack, as to a ſpectacle, 
yea, as to a certain victory did they come; 
for they relied on the number of their men, 
and the valour and ſkill of their leaders; 
for they had framed ſtrong and wonderful 
machines, yea, ſuch as had never been ſeen 
before. | 

And a day was ſet for the attack, and 
when the day came, and they had brought 
the machines with great difficulty and la- 
bour, and ſtationed them before the place: 
Behold, they were deſtroyed, yea, in a few 
hours, by the courage and {kill of the be- 
ſieged, were they reduced to aſhes ; and the 
ſoldiers and mariners therein would alſo have 
periſhed in the flames, had they not been 
reſcued, at the peril of their lives, by the 
bold and amazing exertions of the beſieged, 
whoſe valour and humanity their very ene- 
mies applauded ; yea, even the princes and 
leaders of their hoſts acknowledged : And 
the actions of thoſe men did honour to the 
name of the Caſſiterides. 


And 
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And as ſoon as the winter approached, the 
great council of the nation - were called to- 
gether. Never were their affairs more em- 
barraſſed, nor ever did they ſtand in greater 
need of all their ſagacity, activity, and pru- 
dence; never did they meet in a more peril- 
_ ous, or arduous ſeaſon. For lo! on the wiſ- 
dom of their councils hung the laſt glimmer- 
ing hope of the Caſſiterides. | q 
And behold, the eyes of the whole nation 
were fixed upon them; and with the utmoſt 
anxiety did they await the iſſue of their de- 
terminations, ® 66 x 


Deſunt Cztera, 


